Second Twin Heiress Dies of Allergic Reaction.
The Modesto Bee, March 25, 1999.   Bethany Stanley, 18, died Tuesday, March 22, from a severe allergic reaction.  It is not yet known what the allergy was, but her twin sister Helen died three years ago from an allergic reaction to a bee sting.  Since they were identical twins, our medical opinion is that she too died from an allergic reaction to an insect sting.  The twins are heirs to a portion of the Stanley fortune placed in trust for them, estimated at $22 million.  The trust fund was recently turned over to Bethany on her 18th birthday, December 30, 1998.  Her grandfather Alfonso Stanley established this fund when the twins were one-year-old in 1981.  (The article continued with more details.)
Autopsy Reveals Reason for Heiress’ Death.
The Modesto Bee, June 14, 1999.  Bethany Stanley, the sole heiress to $22 million of the Stanley fortune, died from an allergic reaction to an insect sting as previously reported.  Bethany, her friend Mary Greer and her twin brothers, were on their family property when she stumbled onto a yellow jacket nest in a log.  Bethany received multiple stings.  She collapsed immediately but was still conscious for several minutes.  Both brothers were reluctant to take Bethany into her home because they were estranged from their parents after the court battle in 1992 related to the disposal of the estate of their grandfather Alfonso Stanley.  Her parents heard one of the brothers calling and came out and heard her last words. When they finally got her to the house, thirty minutes later, she was dead.
Stanley $22 Million Up For Grabs
The Modesto Bee, July 23, 1999.  A suit was filed today in Stanislaus County Probate Court in Modesto, contesting the disposal of the $22 million assets in the Bethany Stanley Trust.  Bethany Stanley died March 22 of an allergic reaction to bee stings.  The plaintiffs in the case are Kenneth & Doris Stanley, parents of Bethany.  They are suing the estate of Bethany, which claims she made an oral (nuncupative) will just before she died.  She had no other paper will so her oral statements will be tested in court.  In California, oral wills are usually NOT validated when they conflict with a written one. In this case, however, since there is no written one, it will probably be considered a landmark case.  Present at her death was her two twin brothers, Henry and Albert, a family friend, Mary Greer, and the plaintiffs, Kenneth and Doris Stanley. 
Fight Over Stanley $22 Million Continues. 
The Modesto Bee, July 29, 1999.  Testimony in the trial of who gets the $22 million in the Bethany Stanley Trust was completed today, and Judge Barrington announced he’d make his decision known tomorrow.  Based on the court transcripts, Bethany made an oral will in the presence of witnesses, her two brothers, Henry and Albert, friend Mary Greer and the plaintiffs, her parents Kenneth and Doris Stanley.  She is purported to have said, “I know I’m dying like my sister.  I want my money to go one-third to my church, one-third to the animal shelter, and one-third to my best friend, Cecil Warren.”  The plaintiffs, her parents, have denied, under oath, that she made any such statement.  
Court Rules in Stanley Trust Case
The Modesto Bee, July 30, 1999.  Judge Barrington ruled today in the Stanley Trust case.  Bethany Stanley’s oral (nuncupative) was upheld as valid.  The trust monies of $22 million will go one-third to Modesto Christian Reformed Church, one-third to the Wags and Whiskers Rescue, where she worked, and one-third to her boyfriend, Cecil Warren of Modesto."  After the verdict was announced, the plaintiffs, Kenneth & Doris Stanley, stated, “We’ve had enough of family feuding. We’ll let this decision stand.  We’ll not appeal.”

