Big Boss Longe, Mississippi’s Perpetual Mayor
Malcolm (Big Boss) Longe was born March 8, 1936, in Rextonville, Mississippi, to Sarah-Ann Franklyn Longe and Rodney Longe.  He lived his whole life in Rextonville, except for the four years he served in the Mississippi legislature when he lived in Jackson during legislative sessions.  He graduated from Rextonville High School in 1954 and married Audrey Baxter in 1955.  Audrey became pregnant in mid-1958, and their daughter Gloria was born on March 12, 1959.  Audrey died from complications of childbirth on March 22, 1959.  Malcolm never remarried.  
Malcolm took over his father’s construction business in June 1960 when his father died in an industrial accident.  He ran that business until he died in 1994.  Several times, in his later years as mayor, newspapers investigated claims of using his political influence to get contracts from the state of Mississippi.  None of the allegations were ever proven.  
His political career began in 1958 when he made an unsuccessful run for Councilman of Rextonville.  He ran again in 1962 and was narrowly elected.  One of the newspapers that opposed him in this first successful election labeled him “Big Boss” because of his size and autocratic methods.  In the years after his wife died, he gained weight to over 350 lbs. and never went below that again.  At 6'2, he was an impressive figure.   
In 1966, he was elected Mayor of Rextonville for the first time in a very close election.  He won by 25 votes out of 28,546 over his opponent, Al Nelson.  In his first four years as mayor, Malcolm rewarded those that helped him get elected with jobs and other benefits.  Rumors of political corruption were rife in 1969 and early 1970.  Between 1966 and 1970, Al Nelson worked to build a following to defeat Big Boss.  In September 1970, Al had an accident on his farm tractor that took off his right hand.  He withdrew from the election and moved almost immediately to Oklahoma to help his brother run his farm.  When he left, the Rextonville Daily News reported him saying, “I won’t live in a town run by Big Boss Longe.”  After this incident, Big Boss was elected by overwhelming votes in all his runs for Mayor.  After three terms as mayor, he ran for the Mississippi legislature in 1978 in a district that contained Rextonville and several other surrounding counties.  A vast majority in a three-way race elected him.  
He arrived at the state capitol, Jackson, in 1979 and stayed until 1983 as a state representative.  The period 1975-1985 is considered one of the most corrupt in Mississippi history under the reign of Governor Salvatore Wilson.  There were many investigations of political payoffs, real estate, manipulations, and other scandals.  There were never any successful prosecutions until after Big Boss left the legislature to return to Rextonville.
In the later part of his term as a legislator, there was a significant investigation about "protection" payoffs in the prison system.  It did not produce any indictments partially because several witnesses testified for Governor Wilson discrediting the prosecution.  
Big Boss returned to Rextonville in 1983 but did not run for mayor again until 1986.  After being sworn in as mayor in January 1987, he held the mayor's office until he died in 1994.  Malcolm (Big Boss) Longe passed away at Rextonville General Hospital from complications from a heart attack on January 29, 1994. At the time he died, he weighed over 400 lbs.  
Many longtime residents of Rextonville praised Big Boss as the greatest mayor, and his tombstone reads, "GREATEST MAYOR EVER OF REXTONVILLE, MISSISSIPPI."
After he died, an investigative reporter researched his life and published a newspaper series in 1998 titled “Big Boss Longe, Mississippi’s Corruption KING!”   These two incidents that follow are drawn from that series.  
1) OIL WELL STRIKE.  In 1984, Big Boss bought an oil-drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico that the drilling company was ready to abandon because their geological advisors told them it would never hit oil.  He bought it, and it hit a significant deposit within days after the purchase was closed.  The company tried to sue to get it back, but no court would accept their case.  The investigative reporter found a technical paper by a geologist doing research in the Gulf of Mexico that was published nine months after the well struck oil that predicted oil would be found in that area.  The geologist said that he received a “scientific research incentive grant” from Big Boss to conduct additional research in the Gulf of Mexico.  As a result, he held his paper for six months before publishing.  
2) BIG BOSS LOOP.  In 1987, a highway extension was built between Danford and Rextonville.  Danford is a little less than 40 miles directly west of Rextonville.  The direct “as the bird flies” surveyed route between the two cities is 38.9 miles. When the road was completed, the route was 46.8 miles long.  When the road was completed, it went northwest from Rextonville for almost five miles until it turned west toward Danford.  The locals called this diversion the "Big Boss Loop."  Big Boss’ company, Rex Building & Construction owned 250 acres north of the city, and the highway took ¾ of it for the right of way.  The state purchased the remaining land for a recreational area.  Years later, after Big Boss died, the reporter discovered the payment for the property was three times its assessed value.
In addition to these scandals, there were eight more in the newspaper articles.  The last part of the series was titled: "CORRUPTION PAYS."  It ended with the question, “What happened to all the money Big Boss received from his legal and Illegal activities?”  
During almost all of the time, Big Boss was an elected official; he had courier service pickups and deliveries several times a month from his residence to a bank on Grand Cayman Island.  The reporter obtained this information from an ex-employee of the Mississippi Express Company.  When he inquired at the bank, he was told all banking information is confidential and on one would be given information about accounts or depositors.  The bank would not acknowledge Big Boss had a relationship with them even though the reporter showed the bankers' courier documents.  Mr. Walter Sorrenson, President of the Grand Cayman International Bank, stated, "All relationships with depositors of this bank are strictly confidential and will not be divulged under any circumstances.”  
After the article, the reporter speculated that Big Boss had probably received between 10 and 15 million dollars as a result of his illegal activities.  The report concluded with, "Malcolm Big Boss Longe was one of the most corrupt small-town politicians of the 20th century.  The people he ruled loved him, but he cost the state of Mississippi millions of dollars. In his case, corruption paid!  No one has ever found out what happened to the corruption money.”
SALLY JOHNSON 

